[image: image1.wmf]Laugalækjarskóli – Learning Plan for 10th Grade 

First Semester August 23rd  – November 11th

	Timeframe
	Goals and Content
	Product in Logbook or Folder (possibly Profolio)

	August 23th – September 10th

	Multiple Intelligences: Learn about Howard Gardner’s theory and reflect on your own intelligences. L and T 
Letter of reflection: You work on introducing yourself to your teacher. This assignment is to be done as process writing - and the final product is graded. W 
Start reading a book. This first book has to fall into the category of literature.  The book report and presentation should be ready by the 20th of September. R 
     Note: Each time you finish reading a book in      English turn it in and get a new one for your next book report (You are required to read 5 books in the course of the winter).
Grammar and writing will take a lion’s share of our time until the Standardized test.
	1.  A reflection about the theory and how you fit in, Logbook. (5%)
2.  Self-portrait letter addressed to your English teacher, which focuses on your personal strengths, interests and goals: What you want to achieve this year in English. This will be the introduction in part one, goals, in your Logbook (10%)

3.  Make a presentation about your first book. Unlike other book reports you can tell about the content of the book. Also tell the class about the author and his biography. (10%)

4. Grammar and spelling rules will be written in your Logbook.



	 September 13th – September 24th 
	 Show and Tell: My Summer Vacation. A five minutes long presentation about your summer. You must look up some words in the dictionary and write them on the board and teach them to the class. W and T (10%)
Before your presentations we will take time to review how to prepare and deliver a presentation (talking from notes).  
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Presentation: In your presentation use notes with key words (for ex. mind map) to tell your classmates and teacher about your summer or some highlights of it. You are allowed to show pictures for ex. PowerPoint show, or bring an item that you got in relation with the events you relate about. A copy of your presentation must be kept in your folder (portfolio)

	        September 27th – October   22nd    
	On September 26th we commemorate the Day of Languages and  work on assignments that give insight into the relationship between the languages taught at Laualækjarskóli

My music : translation of lyrics.
Use music to learn words and chunks of words. Translate the text with the right number of syllables. Use rhyme where it is in the original text. Present to class. (Pair work) W and T (20%)

	An assignment in connection with the Day of Languages. (folder/possibly portfolio)

Make a poster where texts in English and Icelandic are side by side. Introduce the band or the artist, using terms that are typical for the subject. Teach a few such words to the class.


	October 25th –November3th 
	How can I improve my grades? 

Practical material to help students improve their study skills and become more autonomous. R.W and T (5%)

	Reflect on your own goals after you have read this material Logbook.

	November 6th-15th
	A Look at Looks. Students will read the article in “split reading.” Each group will present their part to the rest of the class. Now the groups will dig deeper into the material and prepare a presentation about their findings. R and T (10%)
	A presentation about looks that will be kept in the folder possibly for your portfolio. 

	Throughout the semester
	Grammar corners:  Throughout the winter we will take time for grammar and spelling. Some of it will be new to you whereas other grammatical lessons will be a review of what you have learnt already. (5%)
Listening in class and participation in discussions will be your main venue for improving your listening skills this semester. (5%)
Extra-curricular activities are highly recommended, such as: Listening to BBC World, watching and carefully listening to YouTube, study the lyrics of your favorite music, watch English films without subtitles, read articles such as in: http://www.livescience.com/ , come up with your own ideas to improve your English…  (5%)
	You will be required to write grammar rules in your Logbook and create your own examples for each rule, to make sure you get the point.

Your participation in class discussion and responding in English will be evaluated a part of your grade is based on the use of the target language in class.
Please make notes of extra school activities in your Logbook, reflection on such activity and what you learnt from it. 


When you add up the value of the grades they mount to 85% the remaining 15% of your first grade comes form the result of the Standardized test that you will pass in September. We will have spent ample time on preparing it during our first weeks of the semester.
The four skills we are constantly working on are: 
 Listening – Talking (presenting or interacting) – Reading – Writing
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